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The Ordinary’s Message 

Yes, it would be simpler if the Church year lined 

up with the calendar year.  However, we must 

remind ourselves that the new year did not always 

begin on January 1.  Not until 1582 did the 

Gregorian calendar reform move the new year 

from variously: Christmas Day, March 1, the 

Feast of the Annunciation (March 25) or Easter Day.  The 

Gregorian reform, restoring the new year to an ancient date of 

January 1, was quickly adopted in Roman Catholic countries.  

Protestant countries were slower to adopt the reform.  England 

did not make the change until 1752.   

Even the Church new year is not consistent across 

Christendom.  In the West, Advent Sunday marks the 

beginning of the Church new year, but in the Orthodox world, 

September 1 is the beginning of the ecclesiastical year.  We do however share the preparatory 

nature of Advent, except in the Eastern churches, it is called the Nativity Fast and it lasts for 40 

days, from November 14 to December 24 inclusively.   

There was also an older tradition in the West that saw a similar fast leading up to our Lord’s 

Nativity, which began on St Martin of Tours (November 11), making his day sometimes one of 

frolic and heavy eating, not unlike Mardi Gras (literally Fat Tuesday), the day before Ash 

Wednesday.   

The penitential nature of Advent or Nativity Fast is still a prominent feature in the Eastern 

Churches.  And although we do still encourage our people to tone down the attendance at so-called 

Christmas parties before we actually get to Christmas, the emphasis in the Western Church began 

to shift, first in Anglicanism and Lutheranism more towards Advent being a season of preparation 

more than of penitence, first by relaxing the fasting rule.  And while the Roman Catholic Church 

also relaxed the fasting rule, she has managed to retain, along with the Orthodox, an emphasis on 

the penitential aspect of the season.  Perhaps with the unrelenting bombardment of pre-Christmas 
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commercialization, we might do well to return to the fasting and penitential nature of the season 

– not least as a means of ensuring that our preparations are a more central focus of these weeks 

leading up to the celebration of our Lord’s Nativity. 

As I’m certain most readers know, the word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, which 

means coming.  Christians celebrate the four weeks before the first major Feast in our Church 

calendar as a time to reflect on and anticipate the “coming” of Christ, not just at Christmas, but as 

well as the “coming” of Christ at the end of time, the parousia.   

Preparing for the birth of Christ is a reminder of God’s great love for us — a love so vast that 

Christ lived and died as one of us.  Preparing for the final coming of Christ is a reminder of the 

glory and grandeur that we will one day share in the Kingdom of God.  Customarily in the 

Christian tradition, the focus has been on these two “comings” of Christ.  However, S. Bernard in 

the 11th Century identified a “third coming” that Advent leads us to await — the coming of Christ 

in our own soul.   

While the birth of Christ and the second coming of Christ are important to Christians, surely we 

must pause, at any time of the year, yea, not just during Advent, to ponder this so great mystery.  

The Spirit of Christ was imbued into our souls at our respective Baptisms; however, all of us go 

through subsequent parts of our lives, sometimes prolonged periods, when our awareness of Christ 

having come into our souls is hindered or even dulled to the point of unawareness.  What better 

time than at the beginning of a new Church year to ask ourselves whether we have somehow 

lapsed, a very real possibility during these past several months of church closures and restricted 

attendance during the pandemic.  If so, let us pray that we might make a fresh resolution to dedicate 

the coming year(s) to the glory of God and the benefit of His Body, the Church, each taking our 

own place as part of that Body. 

With my prayers for a blessed time of preparation during this Advent season, 

The Right Reverend Monsignor Carl Reid, PA 

Ordinary 

 

 

Promoting the shining lights of lesser known saints 
Submitted by Didymus Astle 

The 16 of December is the feast of Saint Judicael, being the traditional date of his departure from 

this world to the next. 

St Judiacael was the High King of the Bretons who reigned as the King of Domnonée (i.e. Brittany, 

in modern France) in the early seventh century.  Though nominally still the King of Dumnonia in 

Great Britain, he spent little time on the island and seems to have seen his primary task in that role 

as being to assist his people to safety on the continent as they fled the continuing Saxon incursions.  

Nonetheless, Brittany was in those days a vassal state and tributary to the King of All Franks. 

St Judiacael was a great supporter of the Church.  He built Paimpont Abbey.  For many years, he 

supported Saint Eligius the Bishop of Noyon in his efforts to evangelise the pagans of Flanders in 

what is now southern Belgium.  Such efforts endeared him not only to his own people but all the 

faithful of the area.  ‘Til this day he is still well respected in north-east France where public statues 

commemorate his good reign. 

Saint Who? 
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Ruling as a monarch dedicated to peace wherever possible, when King Dagobert of All the Franks 

demanded in 635 that St Judicael renew his fealty to him at Clichy or face an army, he not only 

complied with his request but also brought gifts.  Nonetheless, 

Dagobert took it as an insult that the Saint declined to eat with him 

at the royal table. 

He abdicated around 640, retiring to 

the Monastery of St John, which he 

had previously founded at Gael in 

Vannes.  He was later buried there 

beside his beloved Welsh Abbot 

Saint Méen.  Unfortunately, most of 

his relics were destroyed during the 

French Revolution, but a few remain 

at the Church of Saint-Meen.  Upon 

his departure from the throne, Saint 

Judoc (one of the patrons of 

pilgrims) was offered it but refused 

that he too might became a monk.  

Consequently, the crown instead 

passed to our Saint’s son, Alain the Tall. 

Prayer: 

O God, who didst raise blessed Judicael, Thy servant, from the 

summit of an earthly kingdom to eternal glory, we humbly beseech 

Thee, that even as Thou didst protect him by Thy grace, and didst 

grant him victory over the enticements of this life, so Thou wouldst 

enable us after his example to shun the blandishments of this world 

and to come to Thee with clean hearts, through Jesus Christ Thy 

Son our Lord who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 

Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 

 

Looking to Divine Worship: Daily Office (Commonwealth Edition) 

The Reverend Christopher Lindlar 

(Reproduced with permission) 

Next year the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham will celebrate the tenth 

anniversary of our foundation.  A key moment in the anniversary year will be the publication of 

Divine Worship : Daily Office (Commonwealth Edition).  

This new addition to the Divine Worship series of liturgical books will direct and nourish the daily 

prayer, the liturgy of the hours, of our Ordinariate.  The book itself will contain Morning and 

Evening Prayer (Matins and Evensong) from the Book of Common Prayer tradition as it has been 

retained in England.  It will also offer the Lesser Hours of Prime, Terce, Sext, None, and 

Compline, to help us to mark and to sanctify the various times of the day.  It will draw together 

the liturgical texts already provided elsewhere in Divine Worship, and combine them with the 

Coverdale Psalter, the complete readings for Matins and Evensong bound into the volume itself, 

Saint Judicael 

 Born:  c. 590 
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and other treasures from our tradition that 

will help us in our worship of Almighty 

God.  It will be published, bound, and 

finished, to match the other books in the 

Divine Worship series, and according to the 

high standards we have already come to 

expect from the Catholic Truth Society. 

Anniversaries are a time for giving thanks 

to God for the great gifts he has showered 

on us; they are also a time to take stock, to 

return again to the principles and purposes 

of our existence.  Ten years ago, few people 

even knew the phrase “Anglican 

Patrimony.”  Now we hear it all the time, 

on the lips of Catholics and Anglicans 

alike.  Certainly this patrimony is far more 

than what we get up to in church; it is the 

people who make up the Ordinariates, it is the way we do things, it is the approach we bring to 

the Christian life, and the distinctive history we have; the path we have trodden to get to where 

we are now.  But it is also very substantially, even essentially, about the way we worship.  

On our fifth anniversary, Archbishop Augustine Di Noia came from the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith in Rome to speak to us in Westminster Cathedral Hall.  He spoke these words 

about our liturgical life that perhaps this tenth anniversary demands we revisit: “Just as it would 

be unthinkable to describe the Catholic Church without reference to its liturgical and sacramental 

life, so too it would in some sense be for every ecclesial body.  The manner in which an ecclesial 

community worships uniquely expresses its inner life.”  

So the way we worship in the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham is not just one 

thing about us; it is truly the essence of who we are.  As Sacrosanctum concilium says, the liturgy 

as a whole “does not exhaust the entire activity of the Church … Nevertheless the liturgy is the 

summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at the same time it is the font from 

which all her power flows” (SC 9-10). 

Over the past few years we have been given three liturgical books that seek to bring into the 

Catholic Church the Anglican liturgical patrimony that sustained us on our journey to full 

communion, and which even prompted us to seek out that great gift.  In the Divine Worship series 

we now have a Missal, as well as the rites for baptism, marriage, funerals, and now also the 

pastoral care of the sick and dying.  These liturgical rites literally touch on every aspect of our 

human existence; they help us to live and die well as Christians, and in this they also help us to 

prepare for the eternal worship of the kingdom of heaven.   

An important part of the tapestry of the liturgical life, though, is the Divine Office.  In fact, this is 

perhaps the first thing people think of when they consider our Anglican liturgical tradtion.  

Evensong, especially, holds a special place in the hearts of so many people across not only the 

English-speaking world, but further afield.  In an increasingly secular society, Choral Evensong 

still remarkably finds its way into our cars and homes on Wednesday afternoons, thanks to the 

weekly broadcast on Radio 3.  Anglicans, Catholics, agnostics — apparently even Richard 

Dawkins — still find their way into our ancient churches and colleges for that familiar pattern of 
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prayer; for the beauty of the Anglican choral tradition, and that most distinctively English 

experience of Christian worship. 

In all of this there is a salutary tale.  In the Anglican tradition of which we are proud inheritors 

and guardians, the Divine Office has never been the exclusive preserve of the clergy or religious 

communities.  It has also been truly the opus Dei, the work of God carried out by the Church for 

the whole world.  And not just by some of the Church, that is by those obliged to pray the Office, 

but by all of the Church: clergy and lay faithful alike.  For good reason our clergy are used to 

going into the church to pray the Office, to ring the bell and to invite others to join them; not just 

sit in their study and pray alone. 

 For all of these 

reasons we can rejoice that 

in our tenth anniversary 

year we will receive this 

new liturgical book, Divine 

Worship: Daily Office 

(Commonwealth Edition), 

providing us with the rich 

Anglican tradition of daily 

prayer, preserving all that 

is familiar to us, whilst at 

the same time offering a 

book that is entirely 

consonant with Catholic 

worship.  

Our American brothers and 

sisters will also be 

receiving an Office book in 

the coming months.  Divine 

Worship : Daily Office 

(North American Edition) 

will rightly build on the 

Anglican tradition as it has 

been received and 

developed in the United 

States.  That is why we 

have termed our book the 

“Commonwealth Edition,” 

because together with the 

Personal Ordinariate of 

Our Lady of the Southern 

Cross in Australia, our 

Office book will be based on the Book of Common Prayer tradition as it has been preserved in 

England from 1549 to our present day.  

The arrival of this new book, and all that it will offer us, challenges us to prepare well to receive 

it.  As we know, so many people love the Anglican tradition of Matins and Evensong with which 



NEWSLETTER OF OLSC 

VOLUME 1  ISSUE 12  DECEMBER 2020 

6 

we are all so familiar.  To have this in our hands, approved for our use in the Catholic Church, 

will be a great privilege, not just for us but also for many others.  As Anglicanorum coetibus 

reminds us, the liturgical 

books approved for the 

Ordinariates are “a 

precious gift nourishing 

the faith of the members of 

the Ordinariate and … a 

treasure to be shared.”  

Parishes and Ordinariate 

communities might 

usefully start to think now, 

then, about how the new 

Divine Worship Office 

could contribute to our 

common life.  Whether it is 

by praying the Office 

regularly in public as a 

community, individual 

parishioners taking up the 

opportunity to pray the 

Office privately but in 

union with others 

including the clergy, or 

establishing groups to 

learn how to pray the 

Office — even in an 

ecumenical setting with 

our Anglican brothers and 

sisters — the possibilities 

that Divine Worship: Daily 

Office will provide for 

evangelization are not to be 

missed. 

In particular the arrival of 

Divine Worship: Daily 

Office will open up again for us the great riches of the Anglican choral tradition.  In some places 

this may be grand; in others it will be simple.  In all it will be a chance to offer to Almighty God 

the worship that is his due, and to do so with the familiar chants, texts, and music of our Anglican 

liturgical tradition.  Whether it is Choral Evensong with Stanford and Howells, or the Manual of 

Plainsong and the Parish Psalter, the act of gathering and singing the praises of God fulfils the 

very purpose of the sacred liturgy: to glorify God and to sanctify and edifying man. 

Divine Worship : Daily Office will be published by the CTS early in 2021.  It will be a beautiful 

thing to have and above all to use.  It will be very affordably priced at under £40.00 per copy.  It 

is hoped that a further discount may be available for bulk orders purchased by our Missions and 

Groups.  At a recent meeting of our Pastoral Council, the Ordinary said, ‘the new Office Book 
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will be an exciting opportunity to enrich the life of prayer both individually and communally 

within the Ordinariate, deepening the indivisible relationship between priest and people in the life 

of prayer’.  The clergy and lay faithful of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham 

have much to look forward to in 2021.  This year has been quite frightful in so many ways, with 

so many parts of our corporate life — Walsingham, the Chrism Mass, and opportunities to meet 

and pray together — lost.  Let us hope and prepare for a better time next year.  With the knowledge 

that Divine Worship : Daily Office is now already well on its way, we can do so with great 

confidence and great excitement. 
 

 

… And further to the advanced announcement above 

… the £40 price mentioned by Father Lindlar works out to just over $70AUD – but that is without 

shipping costs.  The size of the first print run will also affect the actual price, so we have been 

requested here in Australia to determine a fairly accurate number of how many people will be 

purchasing their own copy, noting that this will become the official Office Book of the Ordinariate 

when it is released.   

You may have noticed near the beginning of his article that Father Lindlar mentioned a very 

significant difference between this Commonwealth edition of the Office Book against the just 

released North American version.  The Commonwealth edition contains all of the Scripture 

readings for the entire Church year.  Yes, this will make it larger; the estimated number of pages 

being 1500.   

One other significant difference is that the Commonwealth edition will contain the Coverdale 

Psalter – that which we ever have used here in Australia – whereas the North American version 

contains a Revised Coverdale Psalter.  Otherwise, and as we might expect, the “guts” of the 

Offices, Canticles, Office Hymns etc are essentially identical – a good thing when we might ever 

be permitted to travel internationally again, and might worship with Ordinariate communities in 

North America. 

As many of you already know from having ordered books from offshore, the shipping costs can 

add significantly to the actual price each of us will pay.  We are also looking at different methods 

of reducing the per-copy shipping costs. 

All of which is to ask that you email me: mgrcarlreid@ordinariate.org.au to add your name (with 

number of copies you wish) to the list.   

That will be most helpful, thank you. 

… And what of the 2021 Ordo? 

Recognising that the Commonwealth version of the Office Book will be available approximately 

half-way through the Church year, we are not going to arrange to print our Australian Ordo this 

year.  Rather, it is now posted in two parts on the Ordinariate web site.  The first part (OLSC 2021 

ORDO Advent to Easter II.pdf) is the calendar from the beginning of Advent through to the 

Monday after Divine Mercy Sunday 2021 (12 April).  As was the case for the 2020 Ordo, this 

section contains the Collect(s) for the day, along with any Office Hymns peculiar to the 

day/season.   

The second part (OLSC Ordo: Propers of the Divine Office) will include the Propers of the Divine 

Office for Commons, Votives and Feriae, along with the Order of the Divine Office for Mattins 

mailto:mgrcarlreid@ordinariate.org.au
../../Ordo/OLSC%202021%20ORDO%20Advent%20to%20Easter%20II.pdf
../../Ordo/OLSC%202021%20ORDO%20Advent%20to%20Easter%20II.pdf
../../Ordo/OLSC%20Ordo%20Propers%20of%20the%20Divine%20Office.pdf
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and Evensong.  When combined with the first part (the calendar), this provides almost all of that 

which was in the 2020 Ordo with the exception of the Psalter and Compline/Lesser Hours.  As 

those praying the Offices will have a Bible for the readings, we might suggest accessing the Psalms 

of the day from that; and, if you have been in the practice of praying the Lesser Hours, we might 

suggest keeping the 2020 Ordo for those. 

Lastly, there is a short supplement (OLSC Ordo: Supplement for Epiphany) that provides for 

keeping the Epiphany on its traditional calendar date of 6 January (a Wednesday in 2021).  

Recognising the many who might only be able to attend Mass on Sunday, we have in the main 

calendar (the first part above) adopted the same practice as the other two Ordinariates and the 

majority of the English speaking Catholic Church in moving the Epiphany to the nearest Sunday.  

Doing so alters the daily readings for that week; therefore, this supplement provides for the 

Epiphany on 6 January, and the attendant readings leading up to, and in the following days. 

 

Confirmation and Institution as Acolyte in Perth 

On 1 November, Tom Garlick received the 

Sacrament of Confirmation, administered by 

Monsignor Harry Entwistle, Ordinary Emeritus.  

Tom’s Confirmation name is Nicholas named 

after Blessed Nicholas Garlick, one of the 40 

English Martyrs. 

onfirm, O God, what thou hast wrought 
in us, and preserve in the hearts of thy 

faithful people the gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
that they may never be abashed to confess 
Christ crucified before the world and that 

they may ever keep his commandments; 
who liveth and reigneth, world without end.  

Amen. 

And then on 22 November, also at Saint Ninian 

and Saint Chad in Perth, with Monsignor 

Harry Entwistle again as celebrant, Nigel 

Murray, who is currently studying, pursuant to 

possible ordination as a permanent Deacon, 

was admitted to the Ministry of Acolyte. 

ay almighty God, the Creator of 
heaven and earth, who hath 

vouchsafed to lead you into this fellowship 
and ministry of the Altar, bless and 
strengthen you, that you may tread under 
foot the head of the serpent, your enemy, 
and at length victoriously attain the palm 

and crown of your everlasting inheritance, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

C 

M 

../../Ordo/OLSC%20Ordo%20Supplement%20for%20Epiphany.pdf
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Hot off the Press - New Edition available from 

the Catholic Truth Society  
 

www.ctsbooks.org  

Limited print run – secure your copies today! 
 

Divine Worship – Ordinariate Study Missal £65* (est. $115.50 AUD) 
 

Containing all the content of the Divine Worship 

Missal, this smaller study size Missal will foster the 

noble and worthy celebration of the Sacred Liturgy 

in the Ordinariates worldwide, and provide an 

essential study text for all who love the Church's 

worship. 

These texts for the celebration of Mass have been 

approved and promulgated by the Holy See for use 

in the Personal Ordinariates established under the 

Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum coetibus. 

It includes the Order of Mass, Proper of Time and 

Sanctoral cycle with votive, ritual and Masses for the 

dead with all the main liturgical texts set to music. 

Now with musical settings for the Alternative 

Eucharistic Prayer and updated texts for the feast of 

St John Henry Newman. 

 

Format: Leatherette binding 

Dimensions: 120mm x 170mm 

ISBN: 9781784695644 

CTS Product Code: RM26 

Publication Date: 19th November 2020 

 

HOW TO PRE-ORDER YOUR COPIES: 
Go to CTS website: https://bit.ly/CTS_Ordinariate_StudyMissal 

Call us: +44 (0)20 7640 0042 (9am to 5pm GMT) 

Email us: Orders@ctsbooks.org 

* Postage & Packing will be added to your order at checkout (not included in the RRP)  

 

I asked whether this study version is based on the 2nd edition of the Altar sized Missal, and the 

answer received was, “This is a new 2nd edition containing all the necessary corrections from 

typos, etc. Also it has been added musical settings for the Alternative Eucharistic Prayer and 

updated texts for the feast of St John Henry Newman.”  Said 2nd edition of Divine Worship: The 

Missal (altar sized) has itself not been printed; however, we may proceed in confidence that this 

study sized version is the new edition. 

Mgr Carl Reid 

 

mailto:Orders@ctsbooks.org


NEWSLETTER OF OLSC 

VOLUME 1  ISSUE 12  DECEMBER 2020 

10 

The Best Six-Word Homily Ever 

In the November issue, I related how that a particular date was so firmly engraved in my mind 

that I shall never forget it.  The same is true in other senses, particularly in having heard or read 

something so profound that it was instantly committed to memory.  I think in particular of six 

words that embodied a homily of such depth that it begs one to retreat into a form of lectio divina 

or silent contemplation.  Certainly, “and the word (logos) became flesh” might pop to mind, even 

though that is but five words. 

However, it is something that, for me, spoke even more deeply.  I assume that perhaps most readers 

might be familiar with the late 16th / early 17th century poet John Donne, and further may be 

familiar with his Divine Poems.  Among these there is a group of seven Holy Sonnets: from La 

Corona (Crown), and then in order Annunciation, Nativity, Temple, Crucifying, Resurrection and 

Ascension.  Each is linked notably in that the last line of one is then the first line of the next.  And 

it is the last line of Annunciation and the first line of Nativity that, for me, is so very splendidly 

profound: Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb. 

Annunciation 

Salvation to all that will is nigh,  

That All, which always is All everywhere,  

Which cannot sin, and yet all sins must bear,  

Which cannot die, yet cannot choose but die,  

Loe, faithful Virgin, yields himself to lie  

In prison, in thy womb; and though he there  

Can take no sin, nor thou give, yet he'will wear  

Taken from thence, flesh, which death's force may try.  

Ere by the spheres time was created, thou  

Wast in his mind, who is thy Son, and Brother,  

Whom thou conceiv'st, conceiv'd; yea thou art now  

Thy maker's maker, and thy Father's mother,  

Thou hast light in dark; and shutst in little room,  

Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb.  

Nativity 

Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb,  

Now leaves his welbelov'd imprisonment,  

There he hath made himself to his intent  

Weak enough, now into our world to come;  

But Oh, for thee, for him, hath th'Inne no roome?  

Yet lay him in this stall, and from the Orient,  

Stars, and wisemen will travel to prevent  

Th'effect of Herod's jealous general doom;  

Seest thou, my Soul, with thy faith's eyes, how he  

Which fills all place, yet none holds him, doth lie?  

Was not his pity towards thee wondrous high,  

That would have need to be pitied by thee?  

Kiss him, and with him into Egypt goe,  

With his kind mother, who partakes thy woe. 

The Annunciation 

Sandro Botticelli 1489 

Madonna del Libro 

Sandro Botticelli c. 1483 


