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The Ordinary’s Message 
It is Tuesday in Holy Week as I begin to compose my thoughts on 
this most holy time of year.  I always find this week to be such a 
roller coaster of emotions, as one necessarily must compose homilies 
days ahead, which means therefore looking through the Thursday 
betrayal and agony in the Garden, through the scourging to the 
Crucifixion, through the veil of despair that fell upon Jesus’ closest 
followers – to Easter and its unique and unprecedented joys. 

Early this morning, I glanced at some on-line news, and once again 
began to wonder at the draconian restrictions under which we are 
living.  Yesterday, having been a lovely and warm day in southern 
Queensland, thousands of people “hit the beach” on the Gold Coast.  
On the one hand I immediately began to ask, “What were they 
thinking?”  After all, the beach may not be a cruise ship, those 
floating pitre dishes of contagions, but a hot, sunny beach where 
social distancing has been capriciously put aside carries an even 
greater capacity for subsequent spread of the virus as anonymous 

beach-goers return to their homes and communities, blissfully unaware that they may have become carriers.  
But then, I thought more about the current restrictions, and how very inconsistent they are: grocery 
shopping, take-away foods – permitted, even though there is clearly much mutual handling of goods going 
on; whereas, carefully observed social distancing church services – forbidden. 

And then, shortly thereafter, as I was preparing for the daily live stream of our Ordinariate Mass, the news!  
The High Court of Appeal has unanimously overturned Cardinal George Pell’s conviction.  My spirits were 
lifted.  One prays that the lower courts will have learned a lesson in terms, both of presumptive innocence, 
and also reasonable doubt.  One also prays further that there will not be a lashing out against the Church 
by the parts of the press who are, shall we say, not great fans of either Cardinal Pell, or the Catholic Church.  
And of course, they also influence the people on the streets, who have through this whole debacle, displayed 
sometimes frightening hatred towards the Cardinal. 

Yes, a temporal roller coaster of emotions; but, these too will pass.  It is time to return to the annual 
observing of those perfect acts of God Incarnate, with their own roller coaster of spiritual emotions.  Just 
a few days before the disciples prepared for Jesus to eat the Passover, he told them, “Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away.”  To which we may reasonably add; neither too will his 
perfect acts of atonement and redemption pass away. 

The Right Reverend Monsignor Carl Reid, PA 
Ordinary 
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GOOD FRIDAY 
A Homily – Ordinary Emeritus Monsignor Harry Entwistle 

The 6th century hymn, ‘The Royal Banners 
forward go’ (122 CP) addresses Jesus’ cross in 
the words, “O Tree of Glory, tree most fair,” and 
a verse in the 20th century hymn, ‘Lift High the 
Cross,’ says, “O Lord, once lifted on the glorious 
tree.”  Why is the Cross described as a tree and is 
this significant? 

The Book of Deuteronomy (21:23) records a 
curse being called down on anyone who hangs 
themselves (like Judas), or anyone who was 
executed.  It says, “Cursed is he who hangs on the 
tree.  In London, the gallows at Tyburn where 
many English martyrs met their gruesome fate 
was described as the Tyburn tree.  

On the hill of Calvary there were three trees – 
three crosses on which three men were hung. 

In his CD entitled, “The Jewish Roots of Holy 
Week,” Brent Pitre asks the question why St 
Mark’s gospel records that on the Monday of 
Holy Week Jesus curses the fig tree (Mk 11:12-
14; 20-25.)  Normally this event is interpreted as 
a lesson in faith, but Pitre says that Jewish 
Traditions at the time point to a deeper meaning. 

He says we have to go back to the story of Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  In that Garden 
we read of two trees.  One was the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, and that is thought 
of as an apple tree although the word translated 

as ‘apple’ is the 
generic word for 
any fruit.  In 
Jewish Tradition 
this tree was a 
fig tree, and if 
you remember 
when Adam and 
Eve realised 
they were naked 
after they had 
eaten the 
forbidden fruit, 
the sewed fig 
leaves to cover 
themselves.  

On the Monday following Palm Sunday, Jesus 
curses the fig tree and says to it, “May no-one 

ever eat fruit from you again.”  Jesus is indicating 
that he will defeat the curse that God imposed on 
Adam and Eve after they ate the fruit of the Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  The curse 
involved them being barred from Garden in case 
they ate of the fruit of the Tree of Life.  So Jesus 
curses the curse of the Fig Tree and access to the 
Tree of Life will soon be restored. 

Three days later, immediately after the Last 
Supper, Jesus and his disciples go to another 
Garden – the Garden of Gethsemane which is an 
olive grove.  Again, according to Jewish 
Tradition, the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden 
was an olive tree.  When Noah sent out the dove 
after the Flood to see if the water had subsided, 

the dove returned with an olive branch – a sign of 
new life and new beginnings.  The Church 
blesses olive oil during the Chrism mass in Holy 
Week to be used for anointing at baptism, 
ordination, confirmation and healing.  

In the Passion of Jesus two trees are significant – 
the fig tree, the tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil and the Olive Tree, the Tree of Life.  
Jesus brings a third tree, the Tree of the Cross 
which stands between the other two trees on 
which the two thieves were hung.  Jesus’ arms are 
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outstretched to grasp the evil in one hand and life 
in the other.  Through Jesus’ self-offering, Evil 
and Death are destroyed and Life and Freedom 
are restored. 

“When they came to the place called the Skull, 
there they crucified him, and the criminals, one 
on the right and one on the left.” (Lk 23:32)  “One 
of the criminals railed at him saying, ‘Are you not 
the Christ?  Save yourself and us!’” (Lk 23:39).  
The other said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your Kingdom” (Lk 23:42).  

The two thieves had a choice as we all have a 
choice.  The penitent thief chooses Life and his 
cross becomes the Tree of Life.  The unrepentant 
thief rejects Christ, so his tree becomes the tree 
of Evil. 

The choice is Life or Death.  When Moses 
addressed his people before they entered to 
Promised Land, he said to them, “I call heaven 
and earth to witness against you this day, that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and 
curse: therefore choose life, that you and your 
descendants may live.  

Shortly the cross of Jesus will be adored.  In your 
hearts and minds approach and reverence the 
most glorious tree on which our Lord was hung.  
Beside him there are two other crosses.  In your 
adoration, make your choice for life or death.  
Jesus invites you to gaze on him and choose Life 
because the gateway to the Garden of Eden has 
been opened and paradise restored.  

Msgr Harry Entwistle 
April 2020 

�� 

 
10 Spiritual Counsels in a Time of Coronavirus 

“Consolation must now be everyone’s commitment.” 

Mar. 31, 2020 – Reprinted from National Catholic Register (A Service of EWTN) 

Fr. Timothy Gallagher 

1. This trial is a spiritual opportunity.  Many holy men and women found God more deeply in time of loss, 
pain and struggle.  Live this time as a special opportunity for spiritual growth. 

2. These days teach us that we are not in control, and that God is — a powerful and healing lesson for all 
of life (Matthew 5:3). 
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3. This time, with busyness reduced, offers a priceless opportunity to reflect on our lives — why we are 
here, what matters most, the people in our lives.  Reflect in this way.  It will pay rich dividends. 

4. These weeks may offer increased time to be with others — our spouses, children, parents and other 
important people in our lives.  Spend more time with them, and the relationships that matter most in your 
life will be blessed. 

5. These anxious days are a time for small, daily, warm, concrete gestures of caring for others: a helping 
hand, a phone call, a text, an email, an errand done for another, a listening ear.  Look for such opportunities 
and respond. 

6. “Consolation must now be everyone’s commitment” (Pope Francis).  Be a presence that brings 
consolation to the worried, the ill, the lonely, the afraid. 

7. Follow online the daily words of Pope Francis.  He speaks with wisdom, warmth and faith about this 
situation.  In this way, you will live these days with the universal Church. 

8. In God’s timing, this struggle coincides with Lent.  You have more time, and there is greater need now 
to live it well.  Make this a special Lent.  Choose how you will live it. 

9. Pray, pray, pray.  Spend 15 minutes each day in some form of meditation — you have the time.  It might 
be lectio divina, Morning and Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours, the Rosary, Ignatian 
meditation or contemplation of Scripture ... whatever way best helps you to pray.  Pope Benedict writes, 
“Prayer is the school of hope.” 

10. Turn to our Blessed Mother in a new and deeper way.  In time of struggle, the Church always turns to 
her because, as we say to her in the Memorare, “never was it known that anyone who fled to your 
protection, implored your intercession, or sought your help, was left unaided.” 

Oblates of the Virgin Mary Father Timothy Gallagher writes from Denver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three O’Clock Prayer to the Divine Mercy 

You expired, O Jesus,  
but the source of life gushed forth for souls  

and an ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world.  
O Fount of Life,  

unfathomable Divine Mercy,  
envelop the whole world  

and empty Yourself out upon us.  
O Blood and Water,  

which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus  
as a fount of mercy for us,  

I trust in You. 
Amen. 
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Promoting the shining lights of lesser known saints 

Submitted by Didymus Astle 
The 19th of April is the memorial of Saint Alphege of Canterbury, 
an Anglo-Saxon bishop martyred by the Vikings at Greenwich in 
1012 after he disallowed any ransom to be paid for his freedom. 
St Alphege was born a noble near Bath and became a monk at a 
young age.  Pius and austere, he was an anchorite until chosen to 
be an abbot.  In October 984, he was made the Bishop of 
Winchester, where he built a huge organ that could be heard a mile 
away and promoted the cults of Ss Æthelwold and Swithun.  In 
1006, he took the latter Saint’s head to Canterbury when he was 
installed as the Archbishop.  There, he introduced new liturgical 
practices, called the Council of Enham, and promoted the cults of 
Ss Dunstan and Wulfsige. 
In 994, King Ethelred the Unready sent St Alphege to negotiate a 
treaty with the Danish raiders Anlaf and Swein.  Later that year, 
he baptised King Olaf Tryggvason of Norway as a Christian.  In 
spite of these individuals staying true to their word not to invade 
England again, ultimately this peace did not last.  In September 
1011, other Vikings laid siege to Canterbury.  Now although St 
Alphege had once saved his life, an abbot named Ælfmær (seeking 
to escape) betrayed him by aiding the invaders who then held the 
bishop hostage for seven months as they sacked and burned the 
place, demanding ₤3000 for his release.  Angered by the bishop’s 
refusal to permit any money to be taken from his poor flock, one 
night after a feast, the drunken Vikings beat him with bones and 
cattle skulls.  A chief called Thorkell the Tall, taking exception to 
the cruelty of the other raiders, offered all he had except his ship 
to save the Saint’s life, but his pleas fell on deaf ears.  In the end, 
the bishop was struck in the head with the butt of an ax and so, St 
Alphege became the first Archbishop of Canterbury to suffer 
martyrdom. 
On the place of his martyrdom, in the floor of St Alfege’s Church 
in Greenwich, are inscribed the words, “He who dies for justice, 
dies for Christ”.  He was originally buried in St Paul’s Cathedral 
but King Cnut moved his relics to Canterbury in 1023.  After the 
1174 fire in the Cathedral, the Saint’s relics were moved to the 
high altar, at which St Thomas Becket would later commend his 
soul into the care of St Alphege just prior to his own martyrdom. 
As his memorial falls on the Sunday after Easter this year, it won’t 
be publicly celebrated except in those parishes where it is transferred for one reason or another.  
Nonetheless, a prayer for those who wish to privately honour this saint is provided hereafter.  The Old 
English spelling of his name was Ælfheah (meaning “elf-tall”) but it’s now also spelt as Alfege or Elphege. 
Prayer: 
Lord Jesus Christ, who didst willingly walk the way of the cross, strengthen thy Church through the 
example and prayers of thy servant St Alphege to hold fast the path of discipleship; for thou livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 

Saint Alphege 
of Canterbury 

 Born: 953 or 954 

 Died: 1012 

 Memorial: 19 April 

 Patron: The Kidnapped 

 Image: St Alphege reconciling 
the Kings 

 Image 
 Credit: 

Detail of stained glass 
window of 1929 in St 
Alphege’s Parish Church 
© Copyright Tiger and 
licensed for reuse under 
Creative Commons Licence 
CC BY-SA 2.0 
(https://creativecommons.org
/licenses/by-sa/2.0/) 

Saint Who? 
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‘The Strongest Argument …’  
What Pope (St) John Paul II Teaches Us This Holy Week 

 

Pope John Paul II during Holy Week in 1983.  (NCRegister) 

The National Catholic Register (A Service of EWTN) Apr. 7, 2020  

COMMENTARY: May this Holy Week be one whose re-enactment, even in these days of shuttered 
churches, be a time of renewed gratitude for the gift of Christ. 

Regis Martin 

There are two things that can safely be said about the pontificate of Pope St. John Paul II.  One, that here 
was a man steeped in the love of God and love for the Church, which he governed for 27 years with wisdom 
and courage.  Two, that his many years spent as Vicar of Christ were similarly steeped in a great deal of 
paper. 

The result, of course, has been a body of writings as profound and beautiful (and voluminous) as anything 
we’ve seen since maybe the time of Pope St. Gregory the Great.  As some wit once said, if Christ gave us 
the Sermon on the Mount, it was St. John Paul II who gave us the mount of sermons. 

And they are all worth reading.  But here’s something to which I find myself returning again and again, 
particularly as we draw close to the actual events of Holy Week.  It is a brief passage, only 50 or so words 
— but words that are absolutely riveting, carrying us straight to the heart of faith. They appear in a most 
unusual book called Crossing the Threshold of Hope, which was published in 1994, a little more than 10 
years before John Paul II’s death. 

It is a unique work, perhaps unprecedented in the annals of papal literature, in which a pope answers 
questions put to him by a journalist, Italian writer Vittorio Messori who, as it happens, conducted an earlier 
interview with Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, which became the famous Ratzinger Report.  (I was a student 
in Rome at the time and vividly remember when this work hit the bookstores.) 
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In Crossing the Threshold of Hope, in a chapter entitled “Why Does God Tolerate Suffering?” Messori 
asks the pope to respond.  Here is his answer: 

“God is always on the side of the suffering. …The fact that he stayed on the Cross until the end, the fact 
that on the Cross he could say, as do all who suffer: ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ (Mark 
15:34), has remained in human history the strongest argument.  If the agony on the Cross had not happened, 
the truth that God is love would have been unfounded” (emphasis in original). 

What an astounding admission that is!  That if God had not gone all the way to the cross, had not freely 
entered into the desolation of the godforsaken who exile themselves to hell, then the truth that he is finally 
and eternally Love could not have been sustained.  It was not enough, in other words, for God to say it.  He 
had to show it.  Not enough to declare it in propositional form — he had to dramatize it, and to do so amid 
all the horrifying details of Roman crucifixion, followed, by death, deposition and descent into the shame 
and the silence of Sheol.  There is the theatre of the Christian life, the place where grace, which is never 
free or cheap, becomes visible, assuming the disfigured shape of the God-Man who chooses to suffer, 
entering into a state of seeming abandonment by God.  It is Golgotha, the Place of the Skull. 

If you ask what it is about the Christian religion that distinguishes it from every other competing creed on 
the planet, here it is.  It is shown on this hill of Calvary, where Jesus Christ wills to hang in mortal agony 
for the world’s salvation. 

Isn’t this what Judaism secretly hoped for in the mystery of its divine election, in the Suffering Servant 
who takes on the pain of Israel, even as the Scribes and the Pharisees perversely refuse to believe it? 

And isn’t this what Islam rejected in its recoil from the human flesh and the burden of its history, which 
God himself assumed in that daring and reckless descent we call the Incarnation?  As one of the very few 
religious leaders who had the courage to point out, Pope St. John Paul II reminded the world that while 
“[s]ome of the most beautiful names in the human language are given to the God of the Koran,” their God, 
the God of Islam, remains “ultimately a God outside of the world, a God who is only Majesty, never 
Emmanuel, God-with-us.  Islam is not a religion of redemption. There is no room for the Cross and the 
Resurrection” (emphasis in original). 

But it’s not just other world religions that miss the point.  In the same book, John Paul II also has some 
hard sayings for the secular Western world and its hard drift away from the faith: 

“In fact, people of our time have become insensitive to the Last Things [heaven, hell, death and judgment],” 
he tells Messori.  “On the one hand, secularization and secularism promote this insensitivity, and lead to 
a consumer mentality oriented toward the enjoyment of earthly goods.  On the other hand, the ‘hells on 
earth’ created in [the 20th] century…have also contributed to this insensitivity” (emphasis in original). 

“After the experience of concentration camps, gulags, bombings, not to mention natural catastrophes,” the 
pope continues, “can man possibly expect anything worse from this world, an even greater amount of 
humiliation and contempt?  In a word, hell?” 

It doesn’t get more riveting than that. 

May this Holy Week be one whose re-enactment, even in these days of shuttered churches, be a time of 
renewed gratitude for the gift of Christ and the cross he mounted in order, out of an incomprehensible depth 
of love, to redeem the world. 

Regis Martin, STD, is a professor of theology and a faculty associate  
with the Veritas Center for Ethics in Public Life at Franciscan University of Steubenville 
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Good Friday 

Christina Rossetti 
 
 
Am I a stone, and not a sheep, 
That I can stand, O Christ, beneath Thy cross, 
To number drop by drop Thy blood’s slow loss, 
And yet not weep?  
 
 
Not so those women loved 
Who with exceeding grief lamented Thee; 
Not so fallen Peter weeping bitterly; 
Not so the thief was moved; 
 
 
Not so the Sun and Moon 
Which hid their faces in a starless sky, 
A horror of great darkness at broad noon – 
I, only I. 
 
 
Yet give not o’er, 
But seek Thy sheep, true Shepherd of the flock; 
Greater than Moses, turn and look once more 
And smite a rock. 


