Pentecost (Whitsunday)

Acts 2:1-11
1Cor 12:3-7,12-13
Jn 20:19-23

Today we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church and the beginning of the
Church’s missionary expansion. When Eastern Orthodox Christians celebrate Pentecost, they
celebrate the Holy Trinity. The next day they celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
the disciples and the following Sunday when we celebrate the Trinity, they celebrate all the
Saints of the Church. This may seem strange to us but in his book, ‘Images of Hope,” Pope
Benedict XVI said that the Eastern sequence celebrates the unity of the persons within the
Trinity expressed by the Spirit.

Jesus is the icon of the Father — see Jesus and you see the Father; they are united as one.
Through the gift of their love, the Spirit is given to the Apostles. They are members of the
Church the mystical Body of Christ on earth who are caught up into the Holy Trinity and
called to create the same unity within the Church that exists between Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

St John tells us that the risen Jesus breathes on the Apostles on Easter Day. They are given
authority to forgive sins and determine the boundaries of the doctrinal, moral and ethical
teaching of the Church. Jesus is the agent of the Father, baptised disciples are the agents of
Jesus and empowered by the Spirit, the love that exists between Father and Son. St Luke’s
account is more dramatic in that he describes the empowerment of the Spirit in images of
wind and fire. The gathered community is gifted with the glory of God, i.e. the approval of
God. They were caught up in God’s love and drawn into the unity of the Trinity, reversing the
chaos of Babel, by being able to proclaim God’s message in several languages. The Church is
Catholic, namely it is universal.

Among the group in the Upper Room was Our Lady who was overshadowed by the Holy
Spirit when she submitted her will to that of God and conceived the Word of God, Jesus, in
her womb. The one who became the mother of the Incarnate Son of God was empowered
to become the mother of the mystical Body of Christ which is the Church. Without her, there
would have been no Incarnate Son of God and no Church gathered together by Him.

As the Church grew, the Apostolic Universal Church gave birth to local Churches in differing
cities. These local churches were not a federation of independent churches but were in unity
with each other because they were united in the belief and teaching of the Apostles. This is
why today, those in the Catholic Church in Germany and Belgium, and in other places
including Australia, who are agitating to make local churches more independent of the
Universal Church and so create their own version of the Catholic Faith, are in grave error and
a serious danger to the Church because they are being un-Catholic. Pope Benedict XVI was
very clear on this point.

The Church’s mission began at Pentecost when Peter preached to the crowds in Jerusalem.
Jesus invited His disciples to take up the cross and follow Him. To do this, disciples need to



understand and follow what Jesus said and did in the Garden of Gethsemane when He
rejected His own desires, and like His mother before Him, chose to accept and do what God
wills. We will certainly face temptations but we mustn’t let this be off-putting. Temptations
are stumbling blocks but we should overcome them and turn them into steppingstones that
lead us further into being open to receiving the love that only God can give. This constant
turning from self to God is the repentance that Peter called the crowds to practise on the
first Pentecost Sunday.

The more we turn to God through prayer and the Sacraments, the more open we become to
receive the same Holy Spirit who empowers the Church and draws us into unity with the
Holy Trinity. This is what St Peter called the crowds to do some 2000 years ago and what we
are called to do today.

May the Holy Spirit fill us all with the joy of His love.
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