4t sunday after Trinity

2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16
Rom 6:3-4, 8-11
Mt 10:37-42

Choices, choices, choices; we make them every day and usually the first one is whether to
get out of bed or not. Although some choices we make are the right ones, they can still
cause distress. St Paul reminded his readers that when they were baptised as a disciple of
Christ, they would not only share in His suffering and death, they would also share in His
resurrection and new life.

Choosing Christ is not a ride in the park or sauntering along smelling the roses. He said that
He brought a sword, not one that destroys, but a sword of decision which can bring division.
When Moses gathered the Children of Israel together after they had worshipped the Golden
Calf he asked them to make a choice for life or death. He asked “Who is on the Lord’s side?”
(Ex 32:26). Choosing to follow Christ or not is also a choice for life or death. Jesus’ sword of
division is not intended to split families or friends, but it may do if some of them do not
embrace God’s love. St Felicitas and St Perpetua are but two examples of those who chose
to love Jesus more than abandoning their faith. They trusted in Jesus’ assurance that true
life can only be found in the kingdom of God.

Jesus instructed His disciples on this matter of choice and told them that if people choose to
respond positively to them and their message, they are not only responding to, and
welcoming Him, but also His Father. To welcome God'’s agent Jesus is to welcome God.

This was the case in the encounter between Elisha and the childless non-Jewish Shunammite
woman. She and her husband offered Elisha and his companion hospitality because they
recognised him as a holy man. In welcoming them they welcomed the God of Israel and
because of their generosity they were blessed with the gift of a son.

Day after day we are presented with news items telling us that we are in the post-Christian
age and that Christianity and the Church are no longer relevant, and the prophets of doom
predict the date of its collapse. Yet there are many young adults and reverting Catholics
across the Western world who are open and welcoming of God. Three years ago Philippa
Martyr and Stephen Bullivant conducted a survey of Catholics in Australia. Among the
respondents there was a sizeable number of young adults who said they attend Mass of
their own free will because they want to worship God and relate to Him in the sacraments,
prayer and Scripture. We are privileged to have some of those among us in this community.

The pattern among those who open themselves to God is that they want to connect before
they commit. Notice that Elisha wandered through non-Jewish territory and both Jesus and
St Paul went to the marketplaces, the Temple and synagogues where people gather. They
made themselves available to others. | did this in my prison ministry. | called it, ‘Loitering
with intent.” To be truly available means being accessible, but there is little point being
available and accessible if we are not approachable.



Jesus enabled God to be available to His people here on earth. He ensured that He was
accessible even to the sinners and outcasts. He was also approachable. People could speak
to Him openly. Read the gospels and note how many times people approached Him and
shared with Him their needs and desires. Note how He responded to them and who
responded positively to Him, and who walked away. As disciples, we too must be available,
accessible and approachable to others who want to connect and be willing to accompany
those who respond so that they also come to the point of commitment and live their lives as
children of God and agents of Jesus.

All baptised Christians are agents of Jesus who is God’s agent, and for us Catholics that
means being disciplined in the practice of the faith, grounded and committed in a faith
community rather than being a butterfly flitting from one community to another.

Discipleship and evangelism are two sides of the baptismal invitation — like love and
marriage, you can’t have one without the other and furthermore we are not called to be
secret agents, but visible, active and effective agents who are available, accessible and
approachable to other.
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